A Y-maze test reveals the positively reinforcing properties of electrical stimulation of the mesencephalic central gray area.
Animals stimulated in the dorsal part of the mesencephalic central gray area (CG) are able, as are animals stimulated in the lateral hypothalamus, to discriminate between the reinforced and the non-reinforced arm of an Y-maze to trigger a continuous electrical stimulation. This result clearly demonstrates that stimulation of the dorsal part of CG has an appetitive component.